GLEN  PARK  NEWS 


DECEMBER,  1986  -  JANUARY,  1987 


G.P.A.     P.  0.  Box  3U9Z    S.F.  94131 


Pedestrian  Alert! 


St.  John's  for  Sale? 


To  all  pedestrians  using  the  crosswalk  by 
Monterey  Blvd.,  Diamond  St.  and  the  San 
Jose  Ave.  exit  ramp:     WATCH  YOUR  STEP! 
Local  businesses  in  the  area  have  noticed 
several  cars  running  the  red  signal  that  ap- 
pears with  the  'walk'   sign.     In  fact,  this 
writer  was  almost  struck  —  inside  the 
crosswalk,  crossing  with  the  'walk*  sign. 

If  money  permits,  DPW  will  replace  the 
existing  8"  lens  with  a  12"  lens.     They  do 
not  have  the  money  for,  nor  do  they  believe 
the  intersection  warrants,  a  full-fledged 
traffic  signal.     However,  they've  promised 
to  review  the  intersection  in  the  coming 
months,  particularly  during  rush  hours. 

At  5:35  p.m.  on  9/24/86,  there  were  7 
cars  backed  up  on  San  Jose  Ave.  exit  ramp; 
average  estimated  speed  through  the  rest 
of  the  intersection  was  35  mph;  several 
cars  ignored  the  red  signal  and  drove  right 
through  from  Monterey  Blvd.  onto  Diamond. 


This  issue  of  the  Glen  Park  News  has 
been  underwritten  with  the  help  of 
the  following  Glen  Park  residents: 


Helene  Manheim 
Dari  Barzel 
Dolores  Tighe 
James  M.  Samuels 


Sally  Dalton 
Gary  Mankin 
Jane  McHugh 
Thomas  Hanratty 


In  Septer±»er,  after  the  publicaticai  of 
our  last  newsletter,  Sapunar  Realty, 
representing  Archi  Occhipinti  as 
developer,  contacted  the  Glen  Park 
Association  Planning  and  Zcoing  Con- 
mittee  stating  that  they  are  negotiating 
with  the  Catholic  Archdiocese  to 
purchase  the  majority  of  vy^at  is  new  the 
playground  for  St.  John's  Elementary 
School  (formerly  J.F.K.  School,  925 
Chenery),  to  build  a  total  of  20  single- 
family  residences.  Because  twenty  is 
greater  than  the  number  of  units 
permitted  under  the  Planning  CJode,  they 
would  need  special  approvals  frcm  the 
City  Planning  OommLssion.  Additionally, 
they  would  need  to  purchase  City-owned 
land  in  order  to  build  a  street  as  part 
of  their  development.  The  developers 
are  interested  in  learning  the  Associa- 
ticai's  positicn  on  any  such  development. 
The  fact  that  the  developer  approached 
the  Associa-tion  so  early  in  their 
design  process  is  quite  unique  and  we 
have  the  City  Planning  Office  and  the 
developer  to  thank  for  this. 

The  Planning  and  Zoning  Committee 
immediately  notified  the  adjacent 
property  owners  to  get  their  input  and 
also  contacted  iihe  Open  Space  Acquisi- 
ticai  Citizens  Advisory  Cormittee  (v\^ch 
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GPA  BOARD  ROSTER 


Crime 


Stats 


T^resident:  Bruce  Bonacker  (h)  334-5463 

(w) 567-8824 

Vice  Pres:  Tiffany  Farr  587-2649 

Correspondending  Sec'y  —  vacant  position 
Recording  Secretary  —  vacant  position 
Membership  Sec'y:   Sherri  Mathews ...  333-8026 

Treasurer:  Nelson  Combs  334-5059 

Committee  Chairs 
Coalition  of  San  Francisco 

Neighborhoods:  Ruth  Gravanis. ... 585-5304 
Zoning/Planning:  Bruce  Bonacker ....  334-5463 
Neighborhood  Improvement  —  vacant  position 

Publication:  Carol  Schatzberg  239-4553 

Recreation  &  Parks: 

Dawn  Murayama  o  =  .  333-9053 

Scouting  (BSA)  :  Leo  Olson  333-7666 

Traffic  &  Parking:  Katie  Flynn  586-0330 

Transportation  &  Utilities 

Peter  Albert   587-7040. 

Citizen  Safety:  Marcia  DeHart  586-1735 

Programs:  Maya  Dhillon    586-8493 

Fundraising:  Arlene  Dumas  &  Frank 

Muckerman  333-1665 

Health  &  Education:  Paula  Speidel .. 585-5661 


Sept . 

UC  L  • 

Nov 

Homicide 

0 

0 

0 

Rape 

0 

0 

0 

Robbery 

0 

0 

0 

Assault 

0 

1 

3 

Burglary 

3 

■t 
X 

Theft 

3 

9 

3 

Auto 

0 

4 

2 

Other 

10 

9 

/ 

^Through  Nov.  20th. 

While  it  would  appear  we  had  a  veritable 
crime  wave  in  October  (a  60%  +  increase) , 
the  initial  conclusion  is  that  the  crime 
rate  in  Glen  Park  is  so  low,  the  difference 
is    not  statistically  significant.  At 
press  time,  we  were  still  researching  this 
issue,  and  if  you  would  like  further  infor- 
mation, contact  Marcia  DeHart  at  586-1735, 


Graffiti  Ciean-Up 


GPA  Meeting  Dates  -  1987 


Mark  your  calendars  for  January  13th  and 
February  10th  at  7:30  p.m.  to  attend  GPA 
meetings  in  the  auditorium  of  the  Rec  Cen- 
ter at  Elk  and  Chenery  Sts.     The  February 
meeting  is  especially  vital,  as  we'll  elect 
officers,  appoint  committees  and  discuss  by- 
laws —  as  well  as  face  the  pressing  issues 
of  our  community.     This  is  YOUR  chance  to 
influence  the  direction  your  neighborhood 
will  take  in  1987.     See  you  there! 

January  13  July  14 

February  10"^^  August  11 

March  10  September  8 

April  14  October  13 

May  12  November  10 

June  9  December-  no  meeting 

"^Election  of  Officers 


February,  1987  -  Tuesday,  the  10th 
GPA  General  Annual  Meeting 


Due  to  concern  of  neighbors  brought  to 
Police  attention,  the  graffiti  gang  that 
had  been  vandalizing  Fairmount  School  (at 
Randall  &  Chenery  Sts.)  was  apprehended. 
This  same  group  of  juveniles  is  probably 
also  responsible  for  the  late-night  party- 
ing on  the  school  grounds  that  disturbed 
the  tranquility  of  the  area  on  weekends. 

Glen  Park  thanks  Capt.  Diarmuid  Philpott 
of  Ingleside  Police  Station  for  his  prompt 
attention  to  the  problem,  as  well  as  the 
efficiency  with  which  his  officers  respond- 
ed to  our  complaint. 


PEANUTS 

The  Best  Damn  Answering  Service 


\0 


587-6700 
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Glen  Park  Association 

P.O.  Box  31292,   San  Francisco,  CA  94131 

Membership  Application 

Name  Date 


Address 


Phone:  Day   Home  This  is  a   new   renewal  application. 

What  are  your  main  interests  or  concerns  about  Glen  Park? 


would  you  be  interested  in  helping  further  these  interests  by  serving  on  a  Committee? 
 Yes   No  If  yes,  which  one?      


It  s  NOW  time  to  renew  your  membership.     Per  our  bylaws,  all  memberships  expire  on  Dec.  31st 

11-1-86) ,  be  sure  to  complete  the  form  above  and  send 
can  bring  them  to  the  January  meeting.     In  order  to 
the  February  Annual  Meeting,  you  must  be  a  member 


Unless  you  have  already  done  so  (since 
it  to  us  with  your  $5.00  dues.  Or  you 
vote  at  the  January  regular  meeting  or 
with  your  dues  paid  in  full  for  1987! 


PET  FOODS  &  ACCESSORIES 

Happjr 


>4 


Holidays 

670  Chenery  St.  call  239-7387 


Kudos  Due  for 

New  Pavement 

Kudos  for  all  City  departments  that 
worked  together  to  get  Chenery  and  Diamond 
repaved,  and  Miguel  rebuilt.     The  final 
block  of  Chenery  (between  Castro  and  Dia- 
mond) will  be  paved  as  soon  as  gas  and  elec- 
tric service  to  the  new  laundromat  is  com- 
pleted.    We've  also  been  promised  a  bright 
yellow  line  with  snazzy  yellow  reflectors 
along  Chenery  Street. 

As  the  News  goes  to  press,  cf  public  hear- 
ing was  scheduled  to  review  installation  of 
parking  meters  around  the  new  development 
fronting  Diamond  Street,  Monterey  Blvd . , 
and  Joost  Street.     One-hour  meters  have  been 
recommended. 


KEITH  MCCOLLOM 

550-1300 

RESIDENCE  584-5741 


WDroubi 

REAL  ESTATE 

4128  TWENTY  FOURTH  STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO  CA  94114 
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REALTY 

MIR.ALOMA  CUUB  HOUSE 
I>ECEMBEK.'f5  ^2,-^4- 


Ninth  Annual 
Christmas  Benefit 


Celebrate  the  season  with  friends  and 
neighbors  on  December  13th  from  2-4  p.m., 
at  Forum  Realty's  annual  Christmas  Party 
benefit  for  St.  Anthony's  Dining  Room.  The 
party  takes  place  at  Miraloma  Clubhouse, 
on  0' Shaughnessy  Blvd.  at  Del  Vale. 

Generous  hors  d'oeuvres,  desserts  and 
libations  will  be  provided,  and  guitar 
solos  by  Mary  Russel.     The  most  fun  of  all 
will  be  the  sing-along  by  the  fireplace. 

Of  course,  Santa  will  attend  to  greet 
the  children,  and  Brother  Romero  from  St. 
Anthony's  will  be  there  to  accept  donations 
of  canned  goods  and  personal  checks  (the 
modest  price  of  admission  to  this  gala 
event) . 

So  do  a  good  deed  and  have  fun  doing  it 
by  coming  to  Forum's  party.     See  you  there! 


Holiday  Mailing  Tips 


Sending  holiday  packages  far  and  wide? 
Alan  Hall  at  P.O. Plus  advises  that  to  obtain 
the  lowest  surface  rates,  your  deadlines  are 
East  Coast/Old  South    Dec.  15th 
Midwest/Texas  Dec.  16th 

Mountain  States  Dec.  17th      3:30  pm 

west  Coast  exc .  CA  Dec.  18th 
California  Dec.  22nd 

After  that,  you'll  pay  premium  and  overnight 
rates  to  assure  your  present  arrives  in  time 
for  Christmas  morning. 

Alan  also  says  that  to  be  safe,  an  object 
needs  at  least  3"  of  packing  material  on  all 
sides  of  the  package.     "Not  newspaper,  as  it 
compresses  and  is  heavy  so  it  costs  you  more 
but  styrofoam  or  bubble-pack.     Our  employees 
can  give  you  good  recommendations,"  he  says. 
"And  if  you've  improperly  wrapped  your  pack- 
age, it'll  be  rejected  by  the  UPS  or  post 
office.     If  you  bring  it  to  us,  though,  we 
can  rewrap  it  on  the  spot  so  it  can  be  ac- 
cepted and  safely  shipped. 


GARDENING  SERVICES 


PRUNING 


LANDSCAPE  DESIGN  ' 


•  STREET  TREES 


■  CONTAINER  PLANTINGS 


DAVID  TOREN  •  50  GARDENSIDE  »2  •  SAN  FRANCISCO  94131  •  (415)641-1454 


P0+        P0+  P0+  P0+  P0+  P0+  P0+  P0+  P0+  P0+  P0+  P0+  P0+  P0+  P0+  P0+  P0+ 


ALL  POSTAL  AND  UPS  SERVICES 
In  Glen  Park  p  Q  pi^^^ 

2966  DIAMOND  STREET 

(at  the  corner  of  Monterey) 

(415)239-1090 

Facsimile  Transmission  •  FAX:  (415)  239-2148 


Mailbox  Rentals  Available  Now 


MONDAY-FRIDAY  9  AM  to  7  PM 
SATURDAY  9  AM  to  5  PM 


AVAILABLE 

•  Money  Orders 

•  Western  Union 

•  BART  &  Fast  Passes 

•  Copies 

•  Key  Cutting 

•  Notary  Public  Service 

•  Kodak  Film  &  Developing 

•  PG&E  Pay  Station 

•  Greeting  Cards 

•  Magazines 

•  Gift  Boxes 

•  Packing/ Shipping  Materials 

•  Stationery  Supplies 


PQ+  P0+  P0+  P0+  P0+  P0+  P0+  P0+  P0+  P0+  P0+  P0+  P0+  P0+  P0+  P0+  PC+  P0+ 
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History  of  St.  John's  Site 

Some  20  years  ago,  the  Roman  Catholic  Wel- 
fare Organization  bought  most  of  the  private 
land  in  the  area  bounded  by  Burnside,  Chen- 
ery  and  Chilton  Streets  and  the  'green  belt' 
along  Bosworth.     Only  3  privately-owned  land 
parcels  remained. 

St.  John's  Parish  planned  to  build  a 
church  and  school  on  the  rectangle.     One  of 
the  first  steps  taken  by  the  pastor  and  his 
planners  was  to  ask  for,  and  receive,  the 
closure  of  Hamerton  Ave.,  an  unpaved  dead- 
end street . 

Immediately  thereafter,  they  asked  for 
use  of  the  city-owned  sewer  easement  which 
runs  along  the  flat  area  from  Burnside  to 
Chilton,  because  they  no  longer  had  access 
to  their  property  via  a  city-owned  street. 

Before  DPW  granted  that  request ,  the  own- 
ers of  properties  abutting  the  Burnside  end 
of  the  easement  (known  then  as  Block  7636, 
Lot  16)  protested,  pointing  out  that  at 
least  one  set  of  plans  called  for  7-8'  of 
fill  on  what  is  essentially  a  25'  wide  al- 
ley.    Under  that  plan,  the  owners  would 
have  lost  access  to  their  back  yards,  and 
their  street-level  windows  would  have  been 
sealed.     Therefore  they  asked  that  if  the 
City  were  giving  away  the  easement,  that 
they  be  given  its  use. 

The  DPW  denied  both  requests. 

The  school  was  built  with  access  from 
Chenery  and  later  from  Chilton.     A  railing 
blocked  vehicular  traffic  on  Lot  16.  The 
church  was  never  built,  and  most  of  the  lot 
became  a  schoolyard.     The  rest  was  a  waste- 
land and  Lot  16  re- incarnated  as  part  of 
Lot  29  (the  entire  sewer  easement) . 

Presently  under  consideration  is  the 
possible  sale  of  some  of  the  playground  and 
the  un-used  parcels  (Lots  31  and  32),  with 
the  proposal  of  homes  to  be  built. 

A  first  plan  to  build  39  units  has 
been  dropped,  but  another  of  20  units  is 
apparently  being  considered. 


advises  the  Recreation  and  Parks 
Cannissicai  on  hov  to  spend  Open  Space 
funds)  about  the  potential  for  acquiring 
certain  porticais  of  the  property  as  open 
space.  Two  neighborhood  meetings  were 
held  in  order  to  elicit  concerns  about 
any  potential  development.  Robert 
Passmore,  the  Zoning  Administrator,  came 
to  the  seccnd  meeting  and  explained  the 
process  that  such  a  project  must  go 
through  at  the  City  Planning  Office. 
The  concerns  v\^ich  were  raised  at  these 
meetings  were  organized,  listed  and  for- 
warded to  the  developer,  the  Catholic 
Church,  the  City  Planning  Office,  the 
Dept.  of  Public  Works,  and  the  City  Real 
Estate  Dept.  in  mid-November.  As  of 
this  writing,  no  cortprehensive  responses 
or  answers  have  been  generated  by  those 
v^o  have  received  the  letter.  At  the 
second  conmunity  meeting,  several  of  the 
attendees  decided  to  circulate  a 
petition  as  individuals  stating  opposi- 
ticxi  to  any  development  an.  the  site. 


A  CPA  Planning  Committee  meeting  was 
held  in  mid-November  in  order  to  begin 
delegating  the  tasks  involved  in 
obtaining  answers  to  the  community 
concerns.  Other  concerned  residents  had 
been  invited  to  the  meeting  and  those 
present  discussed  possible  action  by  the 
Ccmnittee,  but  no  consensus  to  bring  a 
recomnendation  to  the  G.P.A.  Board  m- 
terialized. 


At  the  November  GPA  meeting  held  one 
week  after  the  list  of  concerns  were 
sent  to  the  developer,  et  al,  and  at 
V(^ch  many  neighbors  of  the  proposed 
development  joined  the  GPA,  a  motion  was 
passed  opposing  any  development  on  the 
block  bounded  by  Chenery,  Chilton, 
Burnside,  and  Bosworth  and  the  President 
was  directed  by  a  second  actican  to  write 
a  letter  stating  so  '  to  the  City  Zoning 
Administrator  with  copy  to  the  developer 
and  the  Catholic  Church.  The  letter  was 
sent  on  November  21st. 


Researched  by 
Joan  Seiwald 


5 


The  Letter  -  Clarified 


Evidently  a  number  of  people  at  the  11/18 
GPA  meeting  were  upset  by  a  letter  to  the  Open 
Space  CAC  (Citizens  Advisory  Committee  to  the 
Open  Space  Acquisition  and  Park  Renovation 
Program)  dated  9/15/86  and  signed  by  GPA  Pres- 
ident Bruce  Bonacker.     As  the  author  of  the 
draft  of  this  controversial  letter,  I  would 
like  to  offer  an  explanation  and  apologies 
for  any  misunderstanding  created. 

The  letter  requests  public  acquisition  of, 
and  official  open  space  status  for,  the  25' 
wide  vacant  strip  of  Church-owned  land  sand- 
wiched between  the  publicly- owned  sewer  ease- 
ment behind  St.  John's  playground  and  the 
planted  bank  of  existing  open  space  along 
Bosworth  St. ,  and  extending  from  Chilton  Ave. 
to  the  rear  lot  line  of  59  Burnside  Ave. 
This  l/5th  acre  site  is  slated  for  the  con- 
struction of  six  houses  as  part  of  a  larger 
development  tentatively  proposed  by  Sapunar 
Realty,  a  possible  purchaser. 

On  Oct.  14th  at  its  regular  meeting,  the 
GPA  discussed  the  desirability  of  City  acqui- 
sition and  continued  open  space  use  of  the 
site.     GPA  voted  to  ask  the  Open  Space  CAC 
for  this  acquisition,  as  well  as  planning 
funds  for  Glen  Canyon  Park. 

In  drafting  the  letter  of  request,  I  was 
particularly  cognizant  of  the  growing  need 
for  neighborhood  groups  to  show  the  decision 
makers  that  their  open  space  requests  are  not 
being  misused  simply  to  stop  or  delay  housing 
development.     Indeed,  we  may  have  gone  over- 
board in  this  direction  by  saying  that  "we 
have  no  objection  to  creating  housing  on  ano- 
ther portion  of  the  St.  John's  School  site". 

While  the  GPA,  over  the  years,  has  often 
successfully  modified  development  proposals, 
there  is  no  precedent  for  its  total  opposi- 
tion to  such  a  project.     (Despite  persist- 
ent rumors,  the  GPA  did  not  oppose  the  'Glen 
Park  Center'  development,  but  only  testi- 
fied in  favor  of  a  City  Planning  staff  de- 
termination that  an  Environmental  Impact 
Report  should  be  completed.) 

So  my  assumptions  were  wrong  and  I  deserve 
to  be  reprimanded,  as  does  Bruce  Bonacker  for 


signing  the  letter.     (I  must  say,  though, 
that  an  immediate  request  for  explanation 
would  have  been  a  more  decent  and  productive 
way  to  handle  the  issue.) 

In  our  defense,  however,  saying  there  is 
"no  objection  to  creating  housing"  is  in  no 
way  inconsistent  with  many  tough  positions 
the  GPA  could  take.     These  include,  "No  pub- 
lic land  on  the  subject  block  should  be  va- 
cated (sold)".     Or  "The  Environmental  Eval- 
uation must  include  a  thorough  traffic  stu- 
dy".    Or  "The  Board  of  Supervisors  should  de- 
clare by  ordinance  that  there  be  no  automo- 
bile use  of  'Lot  16'   (the  space  between  the 
two  houses  on  the  east  side  of  Burnside)." 

Or  "Any  development  along  Chenery  should 
have  a  front  setback  equal  to  the  average 
setback  of  the  houses  across  the  street". 
Or  "No  greater  density  should  be  allowed 
than  permitted  in  an  RH-1  (one  unit  per 
lot) ."    And  so  on. 

Regardless,  a  mistake  was  made  in  the  open 
space  letter  that  left  room  for  misunder- 
standing.    Although,  in  my  opinion,  we  did 
not  sell  the  neighborhood  down  the  river, 
the  guilty  parties  are  duly  contrite  and  will 
be  far  more  careful  in  the  future. 

Submitted  by 
Ruth  Gravanis 


WINES  &  SPIRITS 

678  Chcncr>,  San  Francisco  94131 


WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  SERMCE 

587-2649 

TIFFAATFARR 

PROPRIETOR 


\VE  OFFER 
OUR  CUSTOMERS: 
FREE . . . 

ICE 
GIFT  BAGS 
PARn'PLANNLNG 
W1NEAD\1CE 

CORPORATE 
DISCOUNTS 
& 

DELIVERY  SERMCE 

STORE  HOURS 

Sunday-Thursday  11-10  pin 
Friday  &  Saturday  1 1-11  pm 
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Letters  to  the  NEWS 

An  Open  Line 


Editor: 

Over  the  20+  years  I  have  heen  a  member 
of  GPA,  I've  seen  situations  develop  —  a 
number  of  times  which  lead  to  unwelcome  re- 
sults.    An  issue  will  arise  affecting  part 
of  Glen  Park.     Residents  most  directly  af- 
fected, but  who  are  not  members  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, come  to  meetings  to  rightfully  ex- 
press opinions  and  influence  a  position. 

If  the  position  being  formulated  does  not 
seem  to  be  going  their  way,  they  immediately 
sign  up  as  members  and  force  a  position  re- 
flecting their  immediate  need  —  which  may 
or  may  not  be  representative  of  the  neigh- 
borhood at  large.     Once  the  issue  is  gone, 
they  disappear. 

Whether  or  not  the  ultimate  solution  is 
good  or  bad,  these  forced  positions  become 
the  GPA's  legacy.  They  affect  our  credibil- 
ity with  government  and  non-government  en- 
tities for  years  to  come  —  to  say  nothing 
of  the  lingering  negative  feelings  that  too 
often  persist  neighborhood-wide  about  'the 
GPA' s  position' . 


The  GPA  may  never  be  able  to  accurately 
represent  all  Glen  Park,  because  it  will  al- 
ways be  a  minority  of  total  residents.  But 
special  interest  tactics  make  the  goal  of 
full  representation  even  more  difficult. 

Just  such  a  situation  occurred  at  the 
November  meeting  over  the  possibility  of 
residential  development  on  the  St.  John's 
School  playground.     The  GPA  was  forced,  in 
my  opinion,  to  take  an  official  position 
which  might  well  preclude  subsequent  nego- 
tiation if  the  official  'no  development  at 
all'  position  does  not  work. 

Whether  or  not  the  people  who  forced 
that  position  will  stay  active  in  other 
neighborhood-wide  issues  after  this  ques- 
tion is  resolved  is  not  yet  known.     But  I 
think  the  GPA  owes  it  to  itself  to  protect 
itself  from  'packing'  —  without  precluding 
non-members  from  having  a  say.     Perhaps  it 
needs  a  bylaws  change  making  membership 
effective  21  days  from  receipt  of  applica- 
tion. 

The  GPA  needs  to  see  that  its  'posi- 
tions'  truly  reflect  Glen  Park  sentiment, 
not  just  that  of  an  instant  pressure  group. 

Thank  you. 
Nelson  B.  Combs 


Wishing  You  a  Happy  and  Healthy  Holiday  Season 

John  L.  Molinari 

President,  San  Francisco  Board  of  Supervisors 
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LETTERS  cont. 

Editor: 

This  is  a  letter  about  power.     Power  is 
the  difference  between  saying  what  you  want 
to  say,  and  getting  what  you  want  to  get. 

Effective  action  requires  more  than 
words.     It  takes  a  well-thought-out  strate- 
gy answering  questions  like:     Who  has  the 
power  to  do  what  we  want  done,  what  makes 
them  tick,  and  what/who  will  they  respond 
to?     If  our  best-case  scenario  fails,  what 
can  we  do  NOW  to  ensure  success  at  subse- 
quent steps?    How  do  we  stay  in  a  position 
to  influence  future  proposals  relevant  to 
our  goal  if,  at  any  point,  a  decision  does 
not  go  our  way? 

In  the  case  of  the  St.  John's  development 
proposal,  currently  the  only  party  with  pow- 
er is  the  property  owner:  The  Roman  Catho- 
lic Welfare  Corp . /Archdiocese  of  San  Fran- 
cisco.    They  can  choose  to  sell  their  land 
or  not.     If  parents  and  parishoners  fail  to 
convince  these  bodies  that  children  need  the 
playground,  is  the  Church  likely  to  be 
swayed  by  the  CPA?     I  doubt  it. 

The  most  direct  route  to  power  over  the 
future  of  this  parcel  is  to  purchase  it. 
Those  most  concerned  can  purchase  the  prop- 
erty themselves  to  assure  it  will  remain 
open  space.     Or  they  can  solicit  funds  from 
foundations  etc.  to  have  the  area  designa- 
ted as  open  space.     But  with  a  multi-acre 
park  only  a  block  away,  the  argument  is  not 
likely  to  be  perceived  as  plausible. 

If  the  Church  sells  the  parcel,  the  enti- 
ty with  power  will  be  the  next  owner,  pre- 
sumably a  developer.     With  purchase  comes 
the  power,  ensconced  in  milennia,  of  proper- 
ty rights.     Neighborhood  opposition  to  de- 
velopment might  sway  the  purchase  decision, 
but  probably  not. 

Who  else  has  power?     The  Planning  Commis- 
sion.    But  they  will  not  block  development 
clearly  allowable  under  their  codes.  Of 
course,  were  we  to  find  an  endangered  spe- 
cies living  on  the  asphalt,  or  prove  it  is 
an  archeological  rarity,  we  could  totally 
block  development.     But  those  are  the  only 
grounds  to  convince  a  governmental  agency 
to  tread  so  heavily  on  property  rights,  es- 
pecially in  a  city  determined  to  provide 
more  housing. 


So  outright  prohibition  on  development  is 
unlikely.     But  the  Planning  Commission  also 
has  broad  powers  to  modify  a  proposal.  It 
can  require  design  changes,   for  example,  and 
it  can  grant  or  deny  (or  grant  with  condi- 
tions) any  special  request  such  as  variances, 
zoning  reclassification,  or  Conditional  Use 
Permits.     And  there  is  the  property  owner's 
weakest  point. 

Economically  viable  developments  today 
generally  depend  on     something  called  Planned 
Unit  Development  —  which  requires  a  Condi- 
tional Use  Permit.     It  is  at  THIS  point  that 
a  credible,  well-prepared  neighborhood  group 
can  have  a  profound  impact  on  the  proposal. 
(Others  include  different  divisions  of  the 
Planning  Commission,   the  Supervisors  and 
DPW,  and  the  developer  —  provided  s/he  has 
not  been  previously  alienated.) 

Any  organization  on  record  as  totally  op- 
posing development  has  doubtful  credibility. 
The  Commission  will  ask:  Is  their  advocacy 
of  a  new  special  condition  motivated  by  a 
desire  to  get  the  best  possible  development? 
Or  is  it  simply  to  kill  the  project  through 
delay  and  additional  expense?     If  the  Com- 
mission has  reason  to  believe  the  latter, 
the  organization  will  be  ignored. 

Certainly  individuals  can  express  total 
opposition  through  letters  and  petitions  — 
a  sound  tactic,  as  it  notifies  the  develop- 
er s/'he'd  better  do  a  good  job  or  be  stuck 
building  to  the  lowest  (economically  unat- 
tractive) code.     But  as  an  organization,  the 
CPA  has  a  larger  responsibility  and  can,  if 
not  compromised  by  untenable,  uncredible 
actions,  have  more  clout.     Presumably,  that 
is  why  the  neighbors  near  St.  John's  wanted 
the  CPA's  no-development  stand. 

For  the  CPA  to  persist  in  its  stand,  how- 
ever, reduces  its  credibility  in  the  eyes 
of  decision  makers  and  inhibits  its  ability 
to  influence  the  many  important  decisions 
to  come. 

I  urge  members  reconsider  or  rescind  the 
previous  action.     The  potential  for  an  ugly, 
insensitive,  congestion-causing  disaster  is 
too  real  to  risk  abdicating  influence  out 
of  a  stance  taken  in  haste,  spite  or  sheer 
naivete . 

Sincerely , 
Marcia  S.  DeHart 


8 


LETTERS  cont. 


Editor: 

At  the  November  meeting,  the  property 
owners  surrounding  St.  John's  playground  ac- 
cused the  GPA  of  being  "elitist".     I  submit 
that,  since  these  people  had  not  previously 
been  willing  to  make  the  minimal  $5/year 
membership  dues  commitment  nor  the  piddling 
2  hours/month  time  commitment,  their  accusa- 
tion against  those  who  have  is  ill-founded. 

One  wonders  if,  once  their  special  inter- 
est issue  is  resolved,  they  will  disappear. 
I  hope  not.     I'm  hoping  at  least  one  of  our 
new  members  will  stick  around  to  help  Dawn 
Murayama  in  her  tireless  effort  to  upgrade 
our  Park  —  for  us  all.     And  another  will 
solicit  ads  so  that  Carol  Schatzberg  can 
get  the  News  out  each  quarter  without  bank- 
rupting the  Association. 

Perhaps  another  will  sign  on  as  an  Ass't 
Scoutmaster,  and  another  will  volunteer  to 
help  Bruce  Bonacker  with  the  tedious  re- 
searching of  land  use  and  zoning  in  our 
neighborhood.     Marcia  DeHart  could  use  some 
help  working  with  Police  and  Fire  Depart- 
ments —  for  us  all. 

Because  there's  a  whole  world  outside  of 
an  individual's  property  line. 

I  genuinely  hope  that  new  members  will 
join  those  of  us  who  have  realized  that  im- 
proving the  quality  of  life  beyond  our  im- 
mediate boundaries  ultimately  benefits  us 
as  individuals.     Progress  is  inevitably 
slow,  but  it's  worthwhile  in  the  doing  as 
well  as  in  the  accomplishment.     I  genuinely 
believe  that  some  of  the  energies  our  new 
members  have  demonstrated  will  survive 
their  current  crisis  for  the  benefit  of 
us  all. 

Thank  you. 
Katie  Flynn 


Bay  view/ Hunter's  Point  March 


If  you  work  in  the  Bay view/Hunter ' s  Point 
area,  take  a  couple  of  hours  on  Saturday, 
Dec.   6th,  at  11  a.m.  to  join  a  walk  from 
St.  Paul  of  the  Shipwreck  Church  down  Third 
St.  to  Joseph  Lee  Community  Center.  This 
neighborhood  action  march  is  organized  under 
the  provocative  banner,  "Crime  is  not  a  part 
of  our  Black  heritage." 

The  people  of  Bayview/Hunter ' s  Point, 
heartened  by  the  success  of  the  Ocean  View 
neighborhood  in  cleaning  drug  dealers  out  of 
their  park,  have  chosen  to  stand  up  to  crime 
as  a  group  instead  of  simply  putting  more 
locks  on  their  doors.     They  deserve  your 
support  —  especially  if  you  make  your  live- 
lihood on  their  turf. 

<— — — ^™^»g^— — — 

At  last  summer's  get-together  for  the  GPA 
at  Victorian  Gallery,  the  little  meatballs 
evaporated.     "A  Cut  Above"  meat  market  has 
thoughtfully  provided  the  unlikely  recipe 
that  will  be  a  hit  with  your  guests. 

SWEET  AND  SOUR  MEAT  BALLS 
Form  2  lbs.  of  your  favorite  meatball  mix- 
ture into  marble-size  balls  and  brown  in  a 
little  fat.     In  a  chafing  dish  or  saucepan, 
mix  equal  parts  of  chili  sauce  and  grape 
jelly.     Heat  to  bubbling,  add  the  meatballs, 
stir  to  coat  them,  and  keep  warm.  Serve 
with  toothpicks. 

Thanks  also  to  Tiffany's  Wines  and  Spir- 
its and  to  the  other  fine  people  who  donated 
time,  money  and  products  to  make  the  day  a 
success  for  everyone. 


The  Glen  Park  Association 
wishes  you  all 
the  warmest  of 

Holiday  Greetings! 
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Custom  Tailoring,  Alteration,  Designing 
New  Fashions  and  Retail 

THE  COUTURE  HOUSE 
Of  ETHEL  AND  WILLIAM 

2834  Diamond  Street  (at  Glen  Park  BART) 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131 
(415)  586-1063 


Cernitin  America,  Independent  Distributor  Featuring 
Dick  Gregory's  Amazing  Slim-Safe  Diet  Plan 


UCENSE  NO  479313 
BONDED 


.  fi.  £Uctric 

Affordable  Rales 

243  Chenery  Street 
San  Francisco.  CA  94131 
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RENNER  REALTORS®  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 

4951  Mission  Street 
P.O.  Box  12038 

San  Francisco,  California  94112 
Business  (415)  587-4212 
Residence  (415)  586-8493 

MAYA  KAUR  DHILLON 

Sales  Associate 

Each  Office  is  Independently  Owned  and  Operated 


Overhead  Success 

For  several  years,  the  roof  of  Lhe  Glen 
Park  Gymnasium  has  been  leaking  profusely, 
interrupting  recreation  programs  and  caus- 
ing premature  aging  to  fine  wood  surfaces. 

At  the  October  GPA  meeting,  representa- 
tives from  Rec  and  Park  Departments  on  hand 
to  gather  input  on  the  proposed  play  area 
were  given  an  earful  about  the  roof's  deter- 
ioration.    As  a  result,  Mary  Burns,  the 
General  Manager  of  Rec  &  Park,  has  author- 
ized a  shopping  $14,250  for  roof  repair. 

Chalk  up  a  victory  for  the  neighborhood! 

Park  Notes 

There  will  be  no  December  meeting  of  the 
Friends  of  Glen  Canyon  Park.     The  next  get- 
together  will  be  on  Tuesday,  January  27th, 
at  7:45  p.m.  in  the  Rec.  Bldg.  Auditorium. 

The  lovely  mural  on  the  canyon  end  of 
the  Rec  Center  is  slowly  being  vandalized 
by  graffiti.     We  ask  that  if  you  see  the 
perpetrators,  you  remember  what  they  look 
like  and  either  contact  Dawn  Murayama, 
Marcia  DeHart  or  the  Police  Department. 
We  deserve  better. 

When  you  bring  your  dog  to  the  park, 
please  remember  to  carry  a  scooper.  Other- 
wise, the  creek  —  where  every  doggie  en- 
joys a  refreshing  drink  —  will  slowly  be 
contaminated  and  may  make  Fido  sick. 


Continental  Savings  of  Ameri 

Glen  Park  Office 

2895  □amond  Street  (at  Bosworth) 
San  Francisco  94131 

239-4500 


Money  Market  Accounts 
NOW  Accounts 
Insured  to  $100,000 


VISA 

Retirement  Accounts 
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